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Foreword

Tokyo Shibuya Koen-dori Gallery is proud to present Museum
of Mom's Art.

TSUZUKI Kyoichi, a writer, editor, and photographer who
takes advantage of his unique perspectives to conduct
ongoing fieldwork and communication efforts, and
Association “crazy about SHITAMACHI-RETRO,” a Kobe-
based organization that works to discover local charms,

have been invited as guest curators for this exhibition, which
features “Mom’s Art,” a genre that has been attracting
attention among fans since the early 2000s. We hope you
enjoy this world of handcrafted works made by “Moms” from
all over Japan, along with the accompanying text written with
great humor by the curators.

One of the curators, Tsuzuki Kyoichi, has continued to work
with a consistent determination to witness and record the
many different creations and phenomena that the mainstream
art scene overlooks. From as far back as the early 1990s,

he has been introducing Western outsider art and art brut
trends in Japan. Since the early 2000s, he has focused on the
“destructive force” of “Mom'’s Art,” which he encounters at
stores in shopping arcades, community halls, and michinoeki
roadside stations all over Japan, and has continued to
introduce the genre through articles about the creators and
other media.

Association “crazy about SHITAMACHI-RETRO,” meanwhile,
was founded by sweets shop owner, Yuki lto, and architect,
Kaori Yamashita, in Kobe's Wadamisaki, Hyogo-ku in

2005, with the aim of rediscovering the culture of the

local community. Through its activities, the association has
encountered many “Mom Artists” living in the vicinity. While
getting to know these artists, the Association holds ongoing
exhibitions, creates opportunities for exchange through

its regular “Mom’s Art University” sessions, and conducts
research into the Mom's Art genre.

With the tremendous cooperation of these curators, who

have pursued Mom’s Art in their respective ways since the
2000s, this exhibition will place a renewed focus on the
appeal of Mom's Art, which is somehow deeply familiar to us
and that makes us feel both calm and confused at once. An
accompanying special exhibit, called “Lone Stars of the Mom
Universe,” presents the work of three artists specially selected
by Tsuzuki. We hope that the Museum of Mom's Art will give
you the opportunity to reconsider the creations, vision, and
creativity of creators who have no association with specialized
art education.

Finally, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the
people from all over Japan who have allowed their precious
works to be exhibited and to everyone who helped bring this
exhibition with their invaluable advice and cooperation.

January 2022

Tokyo Shibuya Koen-dori Gallery,

Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo,

Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for History and Culture
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- This catalogue contains artworks displayed in Museum of Mom's Art at the Tokyo Shibuya Koen-dori Gallery. N N N
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- Copyrights and photo credits appear at the back of the catalogue, where they are listed for each item principally

in page order.
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When | first started seeing Mom's Art as “art,” the
first thing that came to me was, ‘This is just like a
Sonic Youth T-shirt!” It was a connection that came
completely out of the blue.

More than 40 years since it formed, Sonic Youth
remains a heavyweight presence in the world of
American alternative rock. They are well known for
their longstanding collaborations with contemporary
artists who have heralded in new eras, such

as Christian Marclay, Richard Prince, and Paul
McCarthy,.

Once | started looking at Mom'’s Art that way, with
apologies to the kind and gentle fans of Mom's Art,
such as the Association “crazy about SHITAMACHI-
RETRO,” | could see how the arid, violent, and
powerful survivor landscapes that Sonic Youth creates
with music and graphics and Mom’s Art, with its
motherly warmth, while at first glance seeming to be
complete opposites, are actually much closer than we
think. The CD jacket featuring a photograph by Mike
Kelley is the very epitome of Mom's Art.

L
P,
o

[ - P

= -5
'

'n

o &

Something made with 100% goodwill can, with even
the slightest tweaking of the way we look at it, turn
into the embodiment of coldhearted irony. Something
that is supposed to be uncool can suddenly look cool.
Depending on where it is put, it may become a mere
ornament that nobody wants or a cutting-edge work
of contemporary art.

If reading this piques your interest even the tiniest bit,
start by taking a fresh look around you. The entrance
hall of your parents” house, the counter of your

local pub, the window of the credit union, the local
specialties section of roadside stations, the craft store
in a shopping arcade —and don't forget that one
place that Moms apparently use as their yardstick for
deciding whether they can let people see their work—
the reception desk at the doctor’s office!

Whether it's a rabbit made with cotton gloves, or a
parasol made with cigarette packs, if just one object
tugs at your heartstrings, from that instant, the scenery
of the town is sure to transform in your eyes. A gray,
vulgar world will be transformed into a land of
colorful design.

Just as Wittgenstein said, ‘Never stay up on the
barren heights of cleverness, but come down into the
green valleys of silliness.’

Co-Curator
TSUZUKI Kyoichi
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They're small, so they’re cute. They're small,
so they can be made in large numbers

PAXTEEDNREDZDN 7 74T —bORA THEDAT—MINIWNIEIHDLB
DIFELL, NSV DEMEBEDP T VL, TR IBATHTRLWEIrARBEHROT
— TN EDDEMEZRRIZD D, NEWIFZIH DY P ILLH BTN,
NSLTBIEITRADONI-RELET, ZNDDEBITH>TRADHOEBLLbH D,
The general rule of fine art is that size determines the price, but in Mom’s Art, the smaller the
item, the harder it is to make. Of course, it is easier to gather the materials for small items, and
in some ways, for Moms who don't have studios and whose kitchen tables are their workspace,
they are also easier to make.

The great painstaking work involved in making something small takes visible form and gives the
piece its endearing charm.
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Not refusing what comes along, not letting go of what tries to leave. Holding onto something
just in case. Such is the Mom’s philosophy of life. Paper bags from the department store are
tucked into the space beside the fridge, rubber bands are hooked over the faucet, the clam

shells from the miso soup are washed and dried, and pine cones are picked up while on walks.

These Moms don't buy things with the intent of making something. They are inspired by the
massive stock of items that surround them in their everyday lives.
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The various things associated with daily life—kitchen scourers, reading glasses, remote control

holders, toilet paper holders—plain, utilitarian objects suddenly start to smile at the hands of
Moms. Making the everyday brighter. It's a little magical.
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Frogs (kaeru) to invoke “coming home” (kaeru), owls to pray for wisdom, the animals of the
Chinese zodiac that add color to each year that passes. The shapes of tiny wishes in the midst

of daily life.
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Folk art is something that is created by culture. In Mom’s Art, on the other hand, from Hokkaido
to Kagoshima, and even further to different places all over the world, everyone is making the
same thing. There are no regional distinctions. That is why the sensibility of each individual
. creator is everything. That is Mom’s Art. In the same way that, all over the country, all over the

world, Moms are Moms.
f—

The same all over the country. That’s why everyone understands.
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The journey of Mom’s Art is also a journey of their favorite characters. Moms may have their

own favorites, but often, they may start making things with a particular character after being
nagged by their grandchildren or wanting to make them happy and become obsessed with
that character themselves. The characters that everyone knows are the best. That is because

characters transcend the generations and become a language of communication.
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Mom's Art is not something merely to be admired. It is something to be enjoyed, by touching,
by wearing, by using. Not as a work of art, but as a small piece of everyday life.
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The shop windows of a shopping arcade, the counter of the local credit union, the exhibition
space of a pedestrian underpass, the shelf holding the liquor bottles that regulars keep at their
local bar, the top of the shoe cupboard at your parents’ house...Any place other than an art
museum or gallery is a gallery for Mom'’s Art. Instead of being locked away in the world of
“people in the know,” they are expressions that are opened to the world of “people who don't
know,” whether those people want them or not. Are Moms actually the world’s most innocent
street artists?
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Over the years, | have encountered creatives whose work is remarkably close to the sensibilities of Mom's Art, but who have
long stood apart from the crowd with their unique expressions. Three such proudly independent artists are presented in this

Concurrent Exhibit

Lone Stars of the Mom Universe

special exhibit.

Concurrent Exhibi

Lone Stqre |
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Mom
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Born in 1934. While working for many years as a cleaner at Waseda Shochiku revival movie theater, she spontaneously
created obijets d'art that adorned the cinema’s entrance and restroom shelves. These works, which she created using only
everyday waste materials, such as food trays for side dishes, the plastic bamboo leaves that accompany sashimi, milk

cartons, and the toys found in sweets packets, were mini dioramas that were so much fun.
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Born in 1943. Taught herself kirie, or papercut art, as a senior high school student and began creating. After a career in

advertising and other areas, started working in paste-up as a freelancer. Retired from work in her fifties and now dedicates

herself to kirie and collage art. Her works in these genres, as well as the bags made from newspaper print that she created
while staying at home during the COVID-19 pandemic, were exhibited at Citizens Gallery the Setagaya Art Museum Annex

in October 2021, attracting attention on social media.
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Born in 1972. Member of the art department of Nishiawaii Kibo-no-ie, a disability services and support organization in
Osaka. As well as illustrations and embroidery, he makes large quantities of “leaflet boxes” by folding advertising leaflets
into the shape of boxes every day. Their excessively practical nature meant that, for a long time, they were not recognized
as art, but eventually, a facility staff member, captivated by the colorful beauty of the folded bundles of paper, began

collecting and saving them, and they have since been sent out into the world.
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TSUZUKI Kyoichi

Author, editor, and photographer. Born in Tokyo in 1956.
Published Outsider Art and Outsider Art Il in the ART
RANDOM art anthology project between 1989 and 1991
and pioneered the introduction of Western Art Brut / Outsider
Art trends to Japan. To this day, straddling diverse fields from
the urban outside to folk, fashion, and contemporary art, he
continues his fieldwork and communication efforts, taking
advantage of his unique perspectives and experience.

https://roadsiders.com/
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Association
“crazy about SHITAMACHI-RETRO”

Based in Wadamisaki, Hyogo-ku, in Kobe, Hyogo Prefecture,
and led by ITO Yuki (owner of sweets and crepe shop,
Awaijiya) and YAMASHITA Kaori (director of architecture

and urban development firm, atelier situationniste). Since its
establishment in 2005, the Association has sought to discover
local resources in the form of people and spaces that still
remain in “shitamachi,” Japan’s old, inner-city neighborhoods,
and communicating their charm to others by holding
Shitamachi Excursion tours and publishing Shitamachi Retro
maps. After first encountering Mom'’s Art here and there along
the tour routes, the Association became obsessed with this art
from. Today, the Association collaborates with Mom Artists,
leveraging passion and taste, to hold the monthly “Mom’s Art
University” and the “Mom'’s Art Exhibition,” a festival held
once a year.
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Curators’ Talk (Online streaming)
TSUZUKI Kyoichi
YAMASHITA Kaori (Association "crazy about SHITAMACHI-RETRO")

Gallery Talk
Friday, 4 March 2022, 18:00-19:00
Saturday, 19 March 2022, 14:00-15:00

Cloud Museum of Mom's Art
Saturday, 22 January 2022-Sunday, 10 April 2022

Venue: Online
Kobe’s OKAN Artists Talk

Monday, 28 March 2022

Venue: Online

68

EhrA7— M &
250 K-327 774

[Museum of Mom's Art = RVEEHAT — ME] TIERIAFRET. [#BHAT— M &nyags %Dl
SNS (Twitter, Instagram) EFRZLSFEUD T, BIEDOFEICHEENAT—FOBALADEX YT —Tz T YA b E
T—BICRTEI[ENPAT—ME 7R 22— 7L ZRHRIRAKLEL,

For a limited time during the period of this exhibition, we widely called for social media posts with the hashtag “#& 1A 7 —

F#%,” and launched a special “Museum of Mom's Art: Cloud Museum” where many works of Mom’s Art close to everyone

were shown together on the gallery’s website.

69



HRBEALEBYFrI— BER
Museum of Mom's Art =—vRVEHEHAT— M

[REZ]

Fal—vav BEE—+THLIAICE>LOS

RIBER ILTE RRREE/THL PAICE>LOR)

TER - BHEHREE—

EEE AR, KA (ER N DESSDED)

LR LAEF, RACE EREEAEBYXvIY-)

LY - RBETATATHAY 1 EERR

[RERENR] - RS RED Rtk 4t

BRRIRR - #REE © 3331 Arts Chiyoda (ARI%#t3<> FA), Crashi Films

[h&ns]

F - F - 1RE AR, KN
BR: BAEH-ATT7 AV RF4T2—t
FHA v EERR

ENR : #RX &4t 1L BB B BARFR

FAT AR
F1TH 2022448

[BERIBR - 2]
HEL— (R, ERIK. 1E, 6-7H, 40H, 51-55H, 57H, 60H, 63H)
MEFA (8-39H)
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